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The North is often described as being “remote,” but “remote” from what?  The core-periphery model can be used to answer that question as can Hamelin’s Nordicity index.  Both measure the connectivity of peripheral regions to national or international cores and assume that the North is primarily valuable to the degree which it can be used, or exploited, to provide resources needed by the core and the degree to which its settlements mirror those of the core.  In short, it is the core and its needs and desires which define remoteness, not the peripheral regions. Perceptions of the North as advertised in the core are also a factor.   For centuries it has been perceived as a region of extreme harshness populated by friendly and hardy peoples.  Over the last thirty years, and certainly the last decade, the advertised perception, however, has changed.  Now the North is described as a “pristine” environment welcoming to the tourist and traveler and having “unsurpassed beauty.”  Access for the tourist is presumed to be easy, and experiencing this environment is comfortable, safe, and can even be luxurious.  Similarly, remoteness could be defined as peripheral regions with no political ability to influence policy decisions affecting the North. For Alaska, the Canadian North, Greenland, and the Sokha Republic in the middle of Siberia this statement would seem today to be only partially correct.  This paper analyzes the factors which have caused a change in the role of the North as a peripheral or marginal  region with specific emphasis on the Alaskan experience.

I will use either an overhead projector and/or power point for the presentation.


